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These guidelines supersede all other compliance guidelines for Sierra Club Blogs.  

 

General Rules 
The infrastructure and framework for Sierra Club blogs must be developed and maintained using 

501(c)(4) funds.  However, staff time spent writing, editing, and researching content for a 

particular posting may be paid for based on the content of that post.  For example, 501(c)(3) 

funds may be used to fund a public education post. For purposes of election law, all blog 

postings are considered public communication.  

Disclaimer 
All pages that host blogs must include a link to the User Submissions section of the Sierra Club’s 

Terms and Conditions using the language included below. 

 
See User Submissions section of Sierra Club’s Terms and Conditions at: 

http://www.sierraclub.org/website/terms/index.asp#submissions 

Review Procedures 
Postings with exclusively c3 or nontaxable c4 content do not need to be reviewed in advance by 

Compliance Review (compliance.review@sierraclub.org) if the specific guidelines outlined 

below are followed by writers and editors.  Any posting containing taxable, political or electoral 

content or mixed (c3 and c4) content must be submitted to Compliance Review in advance.  

Guidelines 
All blogs are subject to standard Sierra Club compliance guidelines relating the use of charitable, 

lobbying, electoral and other funds.  Specific blog guidelines for each type of funding follow. 

501(c)(3) funding 

 Any discussion of c3 activities must be carefully worded so as not to inadvertently 

suggest that an activity was designed to influence legislative or electoral activity.   

 If there is a clear c3 context for communicating with policy makers, elected officials, 

congressional representative and legislators that has been documented in the compliance 

review process, it is appropriate to address a communication to them. 

 A posting may describe past activity related to Sierra Club’s efforts on legislation or a 

recent vote provided there is no “call to action” encouraging readers to contact specific 

legislators nor any upcoming activity on the legislation. 

 Words such as “political” or “targeted” may not be used 

 Words such as “voter,” “voting,” “I vote,” or any references to voting at the ballot box 

may only be used in Foundation-approved voter registration programs (ReEnergize the 

Vote).
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501(c)(4) funding (nontaxable) 

 Postings may contain direct or indirect lobbying messages. 

 Postings may refer to legislators in their official legislative role, but not as a candidate or 

potential candidate. 

 Postings may include a list of legislators in the context of a legislative action, either in 

praise or in disapproval, however it should not include mention of their status as a 

candidate or potential candidate.  

 Postings may not contain election or endorsement information nor expressly advocate for 

the election or defeat of any individual.  

 Postings may contain general comments on an election after it has occurred. 

501(c)(4) funding (taxable) 

 Any posting that may be subject to a tax must be approved in advance by Compliance 

Review and the Political Director or designee. 

 Postings with taxable political content may NOT be coordinated with any candidate. 

 Postings may comment on a statement made by a candidate or in a campaign ad without 

advocating for the candidate’s election or defeat. 

 Postings may contain election or endorsement information.  

 Postings may expressly advocate for the election or defeat of a candidate.  

Political Action Committee (PAC) funding 

 All postings related to federal elections, candidates and campaigns must be approved in 

advance by the Political Director or designee in addition to Compliance Review. 

 All Political postings related to state and local elections, candidates and campaigns must 

be approved in advance by the local Compliance Officer. 

 PAC-funded posts must include a disclaimer.  Federal disclaimers vary by program and 

will be provided to blog writers by Compliance Review.  State disclaimers vary by state 

and must be provided by the local Compliance Officer. 

Mixed Content (c3 & c4) 

All blog postings containing mixed (c3 and c4) content will be considered a single 

communication and must be paid for with c4 funds.  Mixed content postings may not contain 

both c3 and taxable political c4 content. 

Comment Moderation Guidelines: 
Responses to blogs or to other responders will be posted in real time.  A posting may be deleted 

if it is determined that it meets any of the following criteria: 

 Use of profane or obscene language 

 Posting of SPAM 

 Personal attack or other threatening language 

 Violation of Club policies, rules or guidelines 

 Includes other objectionable content 


